
November/December 2011

Season’s Greetings



Canada’s Next
Great Trotting Sire
There is every reason to believe that the best
Canadian bred two-year-old trotting colt of all time
is going to be Canada’s next great trotting sire.

The crucial racing year for measuring the future
potential of any stallion is his two-year-old year.
Windsong Espoir was devastating at two, winning
nine straight stakes by a total of 45 lengths,
including the $517,689 Wellwood by 6 1/4
lengths. That’s the kind of racing performance
that virtually ensures a great career in the stud.

This is the third year for Windsong Espoir, and it
is the time when smart breeders will cash in on
the success his first two crops are promised. It’s
worth noting that his sire, Kadabra, now stands
for a fee of $15,000. That provides a perspective
on the value his best son offers at $3,500.

Windsong Espoir stands at Westwind Farm,
Strathroy, Ontario, under the management of
Walnut Hall Ltd., and for the record, Walnut
Hall is breeding eight of our top mares to 
him in 2012.

Meg Nichols Leavitt, Owner • Alan J. Leavitt, President & General Manager 
Steve Katz, Exec. Vice President • Brent Johnson, Res. Mgr.

3719 Newtown Pike • Lexington, KY  40511 • Phone: 859-254-2776 • Fax: 859-254-3023 • www.walnuthall.com

Cambest • Cash Hall • Conway Hall • Deweycheatumnhowe • Groton Hall • Striking Sahbra • Third Straight • Tom Ridge • Windsong Espoir
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33618 Roman Line   RR#3  Lucan, ON   N0M 2J0    
T: 519.227.4294   F: 519.227.1366   seelster@quadro.net

www.seelsterfarms.com

Seelster Farms is the proud home of:
Artistic Fella 
Pacific Fella – Everything’s Easy – Artsplace 
p, 2, 1:53.3; 3, 1:48.4; 1:48f  ($2,640,532)

Big Jim - New For 2012
Western Ideal – Bold Pink – Big Towner 
p, 2, 1:49.1s ($1,544,580)

Camluck
Cam Fella – Lucky Lady – Striking Image 
p, 3, 1:52.4f; T1:48.4 ($1,003,260)

Federal Flex
Muscles Yankee – Scully FBI – S J’s Photo  
2, 1:56.1s; 3, 1:53.3 ($840,643)

Holiday Road 
Yankee Glide – Jambo – Tagliabue 
2, 1:54; 3, 1:52.4 ($462,200)

In Conchnito
King Conch – Ina’s Gaetane – Super Pleasure 
2, 1:57s; 3, 1:54s ($1,084,193)

Ponder
The Panderosa – Empty Feeling – Abercrombie  
p, 2, 1:58.1h; 3, 1:53f; 1:48.1 – 1:49h 
($1,686,134)

Santanna Blue Chip 
Art Major – Mmissus Hanover – Matt’s Scooter 
p, 2, 1:51.3 ($1,633,643)

Stonebridge Regal
Artsplace – Lady Joanna – Barberry Spur 
p, 3, 1:49.3s; 1:48.1 ($1,065,578)

Wishing you all the happiness of the holiday season  
& great racing luck in the year to come!
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MASTHEAD | CHAMPION'S CLOSET ~ Twin B Legend | BARTER HOUSE

Dancing With The Big Boys

A Rocknroll Dance has given
trainer Jim Mulinix a taste of
racing at the top level of the
sport and he’s hoping for more
opportunities with the talent-
ed colt during his sophomore
season in 2012.

The Tan Tornado’s A
Travelin’ Man

It’s taken several years, and a
lot of personal sacrifice, but
Scott Coulter is now in the top
echelon of Canadian drivers.

A Country Girl At Heart

Lynn Baker seems to have it all,
a dream farm, a small but com-
mercial group of broodmares
and ownership in one of
Canada’s best older trotting
horses. What more could you
want?.

Waiting For The Home 
Run Horse

After working for several lead-
ing trainers Tony Alagna has
quickly established his own
stable as one on the rise
thanks to a breakout season in
2011.

The View Downunder

Far reaching changes for the
Australian breeding industry
have been introduced which, 
if implemented, could have sig-
nificant impact on the shuttle
stallion business and the way
Downunder nurseries operate.

A Maritime Jig

Honey Do Jigtime was the best
three-year-old pacing filly in
Atlantic Canada this year as she
took on all comers and gave her
owners a summer of memories.
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At Christmas and always wishing everyone 
in the Standardbred world health 

and happiness.

From our families to yours,
all of us at The Harness Edge



After working for several leading trainers Tony Alagna has quickly established his
own stable as one on the rise thanks to a breakout season in 2011. By Greg Reinhart

Trainer Tony Alagna is close to finishing his second year on his
own after serving as second trainer for Erv Miller, and it’s proven to
be the best of his career. 

In 2010, he sent out 502 starters with 92 wins and earnings of
over $1.3 million, but in 2011, that has jumped to 794 starters at
press time, for 124 victories, and over $3.5 million earned. Alagna’s
main operation, which has 60 head at Gaitway Farms in New Jersey,
doesn’t have a standout horse that everybody will recognize, but
has several solid campaigners, a trait the horseman says comes from
one of his other previous employers.

“Of course we haven't hit our big home run yet, but our horses
make it to the races and they get money on their cards,” said
Alagna. “That's a testament to something I watched Brian Pinske do
for years. 

Waiting For The
Home Run Horse

Photos by Vicki Wright
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“He was very much a value shopper
when he bought yearlings and he was
the king of being able to put $100,000 or
$200,000 on a horse's card, and people
wouldn't even know who the horse was. 

“I think that the home run is going
to come. As they say, he's one horse
away. I like the fact that a horse like
Foreign Officer has made $290,000 this

year so far, Save My Shark has made
$250,000, and Sea Venture has made

$225,000. Fresh Idea finished up the year
with $280,000, just a lot of solid horses
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Major Bombay was one of the stars of the Alagna stable this year with his
crowning moment his victory in the Woodrow Wilson at the Meadowlands
which may be viewed by clicking here.

Season's Greetings
Best wishes to everyone in racing and thank

you to our trainers and their staff for their

efforts in 2011.

WAYNE & ROB GILES
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1580 Hwy 7A, RR#4
Port Perry, Ontario L9L 1B5
(905) 985-7992   Fax (905) 985-8297

www.brooksfeeds.com

What A Finish To The Year!

MONKEY ON MY WHEEL
Breeders Crown Three Year Old Filly Pace

FRENCHFRYSNVINEGAR
Breeders Crown Open Mare Trot

SAN PAIL 
Breeders Crown Open Trot

MISTER HERBIE 
OSS Super Final Three Year Old Colt Trot

APOGEE HANOVER 
OSS Super Final Two Year Old Filly Pace

C H A M P I O N S  C H O O S E  B R O O K S

Happy Holidays to all  
our customers and best  
wishes to everyone for  

a prosperous 2012.
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like that.”
Alagna’s story is similar to many in the harness racing

industry. His parents, including mother Donna Lee Ozment who
still trains horses in the Chicago area including 15 for Alagna,
and father Peter Alagna, were active in the business before he
was born. Tony spent his formative years working around his
parents’ horses before moving on to work for other people.

“Every day after school I'd go to the barn,” Alagna
recalled. “The school I went to when I was a child was about
five minutes from the county fairgrounds in Champaign,
Illinois, and I would walk from school to the barn, and help my
parents. 

“On weekends and summer vacations, I was always around
the horses and involved with them and the barn. I just kind of
started from there. I got my foothold with them. Then when I
turned 20 I went to work for Brian Pinske. I left Illinois, went
down to Florida the first year for him and spent six years as his
second trainer.”

After working for Pinske for that period, Alagna went
back to Illinois. However, he was never far away from harness
racing and stepped out on his own for the first time as a private
trainer for the Illinois-based Fox Valley Standardbreds.

“I decided to go back to school and try to finish up my
associate's and get my bachelor's degree, so I took some time
off from working for Brian,” Alagna offered. 

“I actually went to Illinois to work for Fox Valley
Standardbreds during my summer break from college down in

Florida, and while I was in Illinois working for them as a second
trainer for their son-in-law, they asked me to stay on because
their son-in-law had gone into another business. 

“They needed a trainer and they said if I wanted to stay
on, they were interested in having me train their stable. I
stayed there for four years.

“After those four years, they decided to downsize. It had
been their own private training stable and had basically been
developed to promote their breed a little bit and what they
were selling at the yearling sales. If they weren't happy with
what a horse brought, they would train it. It helped keep their
product up. 

“They had Sportsmaster and Armbro Charger, they had
horses that were headliners that were doing well and selling
well so there wasn't really as much need for the training stable
as there had been previously. They wanted to downsize, and
that's when I met with Erv Miller and he asked me if I wanted
to go Florida and train for him.”

That relationship with Miller was a productive one as the
barn saw several stars such as Loyal Opposition, Restive
Hanover, Classic Photo, and Shark Gesture pass through their
operation. However, there was one horse from that time that
Alagna looks back on most fondly.

“Lis Mara was always special to me just because I was
involved with him more than a lot of the others,” Alagna said
about the son of Cambest the Miller Stable acquired as a four-
year-old and Alagna looked after that year and as a five-year-

SEASON’S GREETINGS 
& HOLIDAY WISHES

Best wishes for a happy holiday season 

to all our clients and customers.

Classy Lane Training Centre
Puslinch, Ontario

Mt. Elgin, Ontario
(519) 485-5358 • Fax (519) 485-6129 • TOLL FREE: 1-877-247-7227 

E-mail: beloretrailers@yahoo.com

www.beloretrailers.ca

HOLIDAY 
GREETINGS

Wishing everyone a happy 
holiday season & successful

New Year.

Thank you to all our customers
in 2011 and we look forward
to working with you again 

in 2012.



Wishing you every happiness this holiday season  
and throughout the coming New Year!

Best of racing luck in 2012!

Season’s Greetings

James W. Simpson, President & CEO • Paul E. Spears, Chairman • Russell C. Williams, Vice President 
Paul F. Spears, Vice President • Shaun Eisenhauer, Corporate Secretary • Ralph E. Lemmon Jr., Treasurer

M. Murray Brown, Public Relations Director • Bridgette Jablonsky, V.M.D., Farm Manager 
Courtney Pink, D.V.M. • Britany Nehring-Lappin, D.V.M. • Edward Miller, Yearling Foreman

Inquiries to Hanover Shoe Farms, Inc. • P.O. Box 339, Hanover, PA 17331
Attention James E. Harvey, Corresponding Officer/M.I.S.

Phone (717) 637-8931 • Fax (717) 637-6766
Patti Murphy, Farm Manager • Hanover Shoe Farms of New Jersey • Phone (609) 397-9770

Online at www.hanoverpa.com • E-mail: hanover@hanoverpa.com



old. 
“He was a tremendous horse. In my opinion, you talk

about an all around horse, he could leave, he could race off the
pace, he could come first-up, he could do everything. 

“The thing that I'll always remember about that horse is
his gentleness. He was such a gentleman in the barn. You could
jog him with two fingers. He was a pleasure to be around. 

“They talk about great horses making it fun to come to the
barn in the morning; he was that horse. I looked forward to
going into the barn in the morning and jogging that horse. He
was just that horse for me.”

Alagna’s time with Erv Miller also readied him for when he
went back out on his own. 

“We had a great working relationship. I went to Florida in
the winter time with a string down there. Marcus and Hannah,
his two children were still in school, so he would stay in
Springfield, Illinois, and come down a couple times a month
and check on things, stay for four or five days, and then he had
a string of horses back in Illinois as well. 

“During the summers, I would either go to Canada or New
Jersey, and New Jersey is where I ultimately ended up with Erv
and where I opened my operation when I went out on my own
two years ago.

“The good thing about it is working for Erv was a great
stepping stone. Erv put a lot of faith in me and confidence in
me as far as when I was running a satellite stable somewhere
else, he was the final call on everything. When there was a

horse that was sick or sore or needed something, he made the
final decision, but I brought all those decisions to him. 

“I ran the barn as if it was my own with him making the
final call, so it worked pretty well that way. When you're able
to do that, you're preparing yourself for what you're going to
do on your own.

“I had talked to a few of my friends and associates in the
business, people who trained horses also, I said, ‘I'm going to
be 37 years-old; I'm not getting any younger, and I think the
time is now.’ I felt like I had paid my dues. 

“I had showed everybody my responsibility and my dedica-
tion to training horses, and I just felt like it was the right time
to do it. I always knew it would feel right, and it did. The timing
was right, so it was a smooth transition.”

The next step after going out on his own was getting
some horses to go with it, and Alagna’s familiarity with people
in the business from having worked in it so many years and his
willingness to get involved with owning shares of horses him-
self, paid off at the yearling sales that fall.

“When I went out on my own, I'd known so many people
in the industry through working for Brian and working for Erv
and just from being the business,” stated Alagna. “I say our
business gets smaller all the time. 

“There's not many people who pop into the industry that
you don't know or you don't know who they are associated
with. When I went out on my own, I had two horses I owned
part of and those were the only horses that I had spoken for.  
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 
& HAPPY NEW YEAR

Best of Racing Luck in 2012!

MOHAWK RACEWAY
Phone: 905-854-0556 • TollFree: 1-888-780-8225

Fax: 905-854-0979 • Toll Free 1-888-611-1591

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
(905) 299-0130

Tackmaster Equipment
Karen Breen • Colleen Sullivan • Bonnie Holland

Season’s 
Greetings

72 Ryland Avenue, 
Truro, Nova Scotia

(902) 893-8075
(902) 897-9066 Fax

Holiday greetings with every good
wish for the New Year to all.

Thank you to all our patrons, horse
people and supporters for the 2011
racing season.
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Best of luck to one and all for a prosperous 2012.

Fiddlers Creek Stables
Travis & Alaina Alexander

Season's
Greetings

Joyeux NoelMerry Christmas
A sincere thank you to all the owners

and trainers who allowed me to
drive their horses in 2011.

To everyone in harness racing best
wishes for a great 2012.

SYLVAIN FILION & FAMILY

Many thanks to our customers and best 
wishes to one and all.

ANNA, PAT & JUSTIN MEYERS

Happy 
     Holidays

5629 Wellington Road 29
Rockwood, ON  N0B 2K0  

( 5 1 9 )  8 3 6 - 8 7 3 5



“When I went to Lexington to the
yearling sale that fall, I had some people
give me some yearlings, and I bought in
on some yearlings and it just started
from there. 

“I like to have a piece of some of
mine. I think that there's a happy medi-
um. I definitely know that some owners
like the trainer own part of the horse. I
know that some owners like to own the
horse themselves. I try to do a little bit of

both. 
“I try to spread myself out and get

as much value as I can for the money I
have to put into it. I've got some great
partners: John Fodera, Aaron Waxman

and Myron Bell. They've enabled me to
buy parts of horses with them. It's been
good. 

“I was just sitting in the office going
through the yearling percentages that I
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The connections of Major Bombay, owned by Aaron Waxman, Lou Willinger,
John Fodera and Major Bombay Partners, join Alagna in the winner's circle fol-
lowing the Art Major son's victory in this year's Woodrow Wilson.

Best Wishes For A Heavenly Holiday Season

BRUCE & KAREN SAUNDERS
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to all and best wishes for a great New Year.
Standardbred Horse
Sales Company
www.theblackbook.com

GSI, LLC 2011/PhotoS: Ann MACneILL

to buyers and 
consignors for 

making the
2011 

Harrisburg 
Sale

one of the most 
exciting ever!



bought this year and the two-year-olds that I'm holding over.
Right now I own pieces of 30 horses in my barn. 

“I just think that with the way the market is right now on
horses, a trainer should stick out his neck out a little bit and
take a vested interest in what he's doing. If you don't have
enough faith in yourself to put the money out there, then how
can you expect others to do the same?”

Alagna’s stable picked up its biggest win to date in 2011
when Major Bombay, an Art Major colt, won the $317,800
Woodrow Wilson final in 1:51.3 at The Meadowlands. While
not quite the home run horse, Alagna says that Major Bombay
did help him get noticed more.

“He's a horse that I selected as a yearling and had him basi-
cally from cradle to crown,” Alagna says. “He won the
Woodrow Wilson; he was second in his Metro elimination and
had the unfortunate draw of the ten hole in the final of Metro
and didn't do any good. 

“I think he’s a horse that probably gave me a little bit more
recognition this year than anything else. I took him to
Lexington and he'd had some hard starts and he just didn't feel
like he was ready to go on. 

“We'd raced him enough that I was comfortable putting
him away and giving him the time while the weather was still
good and gearing him up for his three-year-old campaign.”

While Major Bombay won the Wilson final, his stablemate
Mel Mara, a son of Lis Mara, came in fourth. Mel Mara opened
eyes when he sprinted a last quarter of 25 seconds in his final
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“Amazingly enough when I went into Lexington, I spent a
lot of time at the farms and on the pedigrees and every-
thing and I had eight pacing colts on my list that I wanted
to buy and we ended up buying all eight. We bought 18
horses at Lexington and nine at Harrisburg.”

OUR ASSOCIATION

EXTENDS TO YOU

Holiday Greetings
WITH EVERY GOOD WISH FOR THE NEW YEAR!

NOTRE ASSOCIATION

VOUS SOUHAITE DE

Joyeuses Fêtes
AVEC TOUS NOS MEILLEURS VOEUX POUR

LA NOUVELLE ANNÉE!

National Capital Region Harness Horse Association

Visit us at www.ncrhha.ca





qualifier at the Meadowlands on July 16
at and then won his first start at the New
Jersey racetrack on July 23 in 1:52 (:26.3
last quarter) despite being interfered
with on the last turn. Although he didn’t
take the next step to being an elite two-
year-old, Alagna says that there was a
reason for that.

“Mel Mara is probably one of the
fastest horses I've ever sat behind,”
Alagna said. “He's just got such an
extreme turn of foot. He's got so many
characteristics of Lis Mara who was a
horse that it was like stepping on the
accelerator in a sports car. You never felt
a change of speed because he did it so
smoothly and Mel Mara was the same
way. 

“The day that Yannick (driver
Yannick Gingras) went a quarter in 25
seconds, he came back and said ‘I had no
idea I was going that fast.’ He's that kind
of horse. We raced him back after that, a
horse made a break in the turn and
Yannick had to jerk him sideways hard to
avoid it. He still came back and won, but
I don't think he was ever quite as good as

he was after that start. 
“We gave him a week off and then

we raced him in the Wilson prep, and he
was second. We worked on him with the
therapeutic laser because he showed
some soreness in his back ankles, and he
was better in the Woodrow Wilson. 

‘He ran in coming off the turn but
more because of greenness than any-
thing else. He was fourth and we decided
to take him to Canada. He just wasn't
himself when we took him up there for
the Metro eliminations. 

“After that start we sent him down
to Brittany Farms because they are part-
ners on the horse. We had a complete
nuclear scan and check-up done and he
just showed normal two-year-old
changes in his back ankles. A lot of two-
year-olds go through a normal remodel-
ing process and he happened to be going
through it, which was causing him to not
be 100 per cent behind. 

“He's a horse that gets so much
speed off his drive behind that when he
had to go into that next gear his ankles
were hurting and he just couldn't do it.

We shut him down after that start. We
just had it re-checked two weeks ago,
and everything looks tremendous so he'll
be coming in the middle of December. 

“We have high expectations for the
horse. Myron Bell and I were talking
about him one day and the thing we
kept saying is horses don't forget to go
quarters in 25 seconds. The speed is
there, the talent is there, we just have to
manage him properly coming back as a
three-year-old.” 

Alagna, who will also have the likes
of pacing filly Rockaround Sue, a two-
year-old Grand Circuit Stakes winner at
The Red Mile and Pennsylvania Sires
Stakes champion three-year-old trotting
filly Caitrin Hall coming back next year,
reloaded at this year’s yearling sales and
was especially happy with how he came
out of the Lexington Selected Yearling
Sale.

“We did very well at both sales. I
always end up with the majority of my
horses out of the Lexington sale, it just
seems to work out that way,” noted
Alagna. “I have a lot of confidence
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A sincere thank you is again extended to my

many supporters in racing who helped make

2011 another fantastic year. May you and your

family all have a wonderful holiday season.

Averi, Vicki, Jaiden, Addison & Yannick

GInGRASFoIled AGAIn
Photo by New Image Media

A Super Year In
A Super Game



SAN PAIL
1:50.4 ($2,977,885)

Very few people can say they’ve had a life changing horse; we can and it’s all thanks to San Pail.  The last three years have 
been an incredible experience with this past racing season the best yet.  What is so remarkable is watching as San Pail 
established himself as the best trotting horse in the world.

It’s been heartwarming for all of us to see the incredible outpouring of support for this horse from around the world and 
we thank everyone for being such great fans of San Pail. We also want to express our gratitude to Randy Waples who has 
contributed so much to San Pail’s success. We also wish to thank all of the tracks for providing the stage for our horse to 
perform on and being such wonderful hosts.

To everyone, we wish a very Merry Christmas and sincerely hope that each of you have the opportunity 
to experience the wonder of you own San Pail.

Rod Hughes
and family
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Now That ’s A Grandslam!!
$730 ,000  Maple Leaf Trot $602 ,340  Breeders Crown

$300 ,000  Nat Ray $145 ,000  Allerage Trot



where I buy from and the people I buy
from that sell at Lexington. 

“The majority of horses that I buy
are from Hunterton Farms and Brittany
Farms. I always seem to do a lot of pur-
chasing there because I believe in what
they do. Amazingly enough when I went
into Lexington, I spent a lot of time at
the farms and on the pedigrees and
everything and I had eight pacing colts
on my list that I wanted to buy and we
ended up buying all eight. That's a great

feat, I thought. We bought 18 horses at
Lexington and nine at Harrisburg.”

Those horses help to keep Alagna’s
vision of where he wants his career to go
on the right track, and it’s something he
says that he’s been striving for his entire
life, although he has the awareness that
the industry in both his native Illinois and
his adopted New Jersey need help to
continue to exist.

"I'm (at Gaitway Farms) every day,
Sundays included. I come in on Sundays

to check on the barn. It's something I
worked hard for and it's something that
I've always wanted to do. I'm looking out
after my own career. If I can't be here
every day, then what? I go home for
Christmas of course, but other than that
I'm based here year-round.

“I wish Illinois had somebody that
could take ahold and try to get some-
thing done. It's such a shame for either
state to be going through what they're
going through right now. 

“The people in Illinois, the
Horsemen's Association at home, they're
working hard and so diligent trying to
get something done but they're just
fighting a losing battle all the time. 

“Fortunately we have somebody like
Jeff Gural who's stepped up and he's tak-
ing the initiative with some great people
behind him trying to get things going
the right direction. I hope that both
states can get something going. There's
such a misconception; nobody's looking
for a hand-out, we just want to be able
to be competitive with the surrounding
states. Neither state has the ability to be
competitive right now.”

Alagna is also involved in the har-
ness racing industry in Ontario, both
with a string of eight horses that he has
at Classy Lane Training Centre and with
owner Aaron Waxman as a key contribu-
tor to his operation. 

“The person that runs my barn in
Canada is Trevor Boyd,” Alagna stated.
“He does a great job. He's worked for
Tim and Carl Pinske, he's been their sec-
ond trainer for quite a few years. 

“He always went to Florida in the
wintertime with the Pinskes, but he has a
daughter who’s in school and he just
doesn't want to have to take her out of
school and to Florida and bring her back
and forth. He asked me if I'd be willing to
leave some horses up there this winter
and it's working out well.

“Aaron and I have a great working
relationship. I consider him my friend;
there aren’t any of my clients in the barn
that I don't enjoy calling on the phone
and talking to. Aaron's one of those
guys, you don't find many people that
enjoy the business as much as he does.
When the sale catalogue comes out, he's
excited. 
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Wishing All The Best  
To You & Yours This 

Holiday Season



The breeding industry in Maritime Canada continues to improve and the Atlantic 

Classic Yearling Sale takes great pride in being part of that process.

At this festive time of year we’d like to thank all the buyers, bidders and consignors 

to the 2011 sale. Next year’s auction will again be held during Atlantic Breeders 

Crown weekend in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island on Friday, October 5.  

Make plans now to be part of this great Thanksgiving tradition. Best wishes to one 

and all.

www.peiharnessracing.com

Brian Andrew
Chair

Wayne Pike
Sale Manager

420 University Avenue, Suite 204A
Charlottetown, PEI C1A 7Z5
(902) 569-1682

Happy Holidays

M O R E  T H A N  J U S T  A  H O R S E  S A L E



When January 1 arrives for Cindy and 
Steve Stewart of Hunterton Farm it is not 
just another day. As commercial breed-
ers and marketers, it marks the start of 
another year with a blank sheet of pa-
per. While there is plenty to gloat over 
for the past 12 months that is all in the 
past. It is very much a case of realizing 
that the market is asking the question 
‘What are you doing for me today?’

And that translates into a constant 
that has been the cornerstone of the 
Hunterton philosophy: success on the 
racetrack.

“This sounds like a broken record 
but we’ve said getting great yearling 
prices is important for sure but it’s what 
happens on the racetrack that really 
matters. Selling yearlings for big money 
means nothing if we develop a reputa-
tion for our horses not performing,” 
says Steve.

“This is a game that is measured by 
performance. If those horses ring the 
bell in the big money races the rest will 
take care of itself.”

It remains a simple concept yet one 
that continues to be difficult to attain 
for many breeders. Hunterton Farm and 
Sales Agency walks the walk though 
and 2011 was a great example.

Simply Business, the $350,000 head-
liner at the 2010 Lexington Selected 
Yearling Sale won the sport’s richest 
race for juvenile pacers, the $1 mil-
lion Metro Pace at Mohawk Racetrack. 
That Rocknroll Hanover son tallied over 
$682,000 in winnings and marked the 
third Hunterton graduate in the last 
four years to win the Metro Pace.

Then there was the sophomore filly 
Idyllic, trained by Casie Coleman, who 
followed up her title as Canadian Two 
Year Old Filly Pacer of the Year with 

a gutsy showing to win the historic 
Jugette. She now boasts more than $1.3 
million in earnings.

Blue Porsche was also an O’Brien 
Award winner in Canada in 2010 and he 
returned to be in the forefront winning 
the $347,000 Goodtimes for trainer 
Blair Burgess.

The big dog in the Ontario Sires 
Stakes two-year-old filly trot division 
was Miss Paris. This daughter of Kadabra 
- Pizza Dolce was at the finish line first 
when it mattered winning the $300,000 
OSS Super Final. A $210,000 yearling she 
tallied $486,000 this season.

And there were numerous others like 
Swinging Beauty p,3,1:52 ($450,395), 
High Noon p,3,1:50.4 ($404,401), Keen-
an 3,1:54f ($297,054) and Romantic Mo-
ment p,2,1:51.2 ($143,453) to name just 
a few.

Proven performance is what keeps 
the traffic at the Hunterton consign-
ments in Lexington and Harrisburg 
busy. This year was no different as the 
company sold $5 million in yearlings.

“Given the economic times people 
are telling us that the prices we got 
were extraordinary and maybe they 
were. But Cindy and I both believe 
there is never a better time to be racing 
and breeding horses,” notes Steve.

“The purse money in so many juris-
dictions has never been higher which 
leads to greater demand for quality 
yearlings. If you have the horse then 
you will be rewarded.”

That was particularly evident on 
opening night at the Lexington Select-
ed Sale in October when Frank Bellino 
of New York paid $450,000 to halter 
Hitting The Cycle, a colt from the first 
crop of Somebeachsomewhere. That 
made him the highest priced pacing colt 

of all time. That gave Hunterton Farm 
the accolade for having the sale topper 
at that auction for the fourth year in a 
row, a remarkable accomplishment.

But perhaps even more notable was a 
yearling that sold at the Harrisburg auc-
tion, hip #990. Here was a colt by Majestic 
Son that required a final bid of $110,000 
from trainer Mark Steacy to secure 
the ownership papers.

“He was catalogued very 
late in the sale but we’d been 
telling everyone that he was a 
very nice individual. His video 
looked good but truthfully we 
did not think he would com-
mand six figures. However, he 
was quite likely from the best 
mare that stallion bred but re-
gardless it was very gratifying to 
sell a yearling for that amount of 
money so late in that sale.”

So the question is now what?
There is good reason for opti-

mism at the Paris, Kentucky nursery 
for the Stewarts and their partners. 
Just taking a stroll through the pad-
docks is reason enough to eliminate 
any discouraging thoughts of a diffi-
cult day.

Such a stroll would fin a full broth-
er to Simply Business, a full brother 
to Rock N Roll Heaven, a full sister to 
Adrian Chip, a half-sister to Miss Paris, 
a Muscle Hill first foal from Pure Ivory 
and Muscle Hill half-brother to Impres-
sive Kemp. Quite a powerhouse indeed 
to start with.

“Cindy and I have plenty to be thank-
ful for with our business. We are appre-
ciative of our partners and customers 
but especially proud of the way these 
graduates perform. Like they say, build 
a better mousetrap and the world will 
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beat a path to your door,” says Steve.
“Neither of us could imagine doing 

anything else. It’s never easy but breed-
ing, raising and selling horses provides 
a great deal of satisfaction. You could 
say it is the Hunterton way.”

THE HUNTERTON WAY
Sale results are needed but for this Kentucky nursery it’s all about winning the big 
ones and 2011 was another stellar year for Hunterton Farm and Sales Agency.

Idyllicp,3,1:50f ($1,313,241)

simply businessp,2,1:50.1s ($672,462)
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2,1:56.1s ($486,656)
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“We don't have a ton of people like that in the industry
right now that are excited about a yearling sale coming up and
buying horses especially somebody his age. We need more peo-
ple from the younger generation who are willing to take over
from the people we're going to lose. 

“It's good to have somebody like Aaron who is so enthusi-
astic about the business, and he has a lot of great ideas. He has
a lot of great things that he'd like to see this industry do. He's
talked to a lot of people and he's willing to put his money
where his mouth is and help make some changes in the indus-
try for the better of everybody and for the better of the sport.

“I’ve been fortunate to have a tremendous group of
clients, customers, and friends who have been so supportive
and have made what we're doing possible. They believed in me
even when we didn't have a great two-year-old our first year.
We had a lot of nice two-year-olds, but we didn't have a great
two-year-old. 

“I had more people buy the next year than the year
before. I've been very fortunate to have that support.”

With his knowledge, experience and the relationships he’s
built through the industry, Alagna’s home run horse should be
just around the corner. �
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WAITING FOR THE HOME RUN HORSE

MANOFMANYMISSIONS
3,1:52.1 ($1,213,603)

Nigel Soult Photo

Happy Holidays
Best wishes to our many friends in racing and may 

you all have wonderful racing success in 2012.

ERV MILLER STABLE
Erv & Heidi

ROBERT STEWART STABLE

Lexington, Kentucky

Bob & Lynda

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year.
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and  special congratulations to owner serge godin, trainer

dustin Jones, asst. trainer renald gagnon, driver sylvain Filion

and the whole team on the two year old campaign of

Prestidigitator.
From in the Black LLC

Mary smith and rick Uhle  |  Kalamazoo, Michigan

Wishing everyone a Happy Holiday and successful 2012!

Prestidigitator

Happy Holidays To 
One And All.

ScOTT cOulTer

Holiday
Wishes

Chris & Georgia Coyle
 4815 Olive Branch Rd., Wingate N.C. 28174
704 233 5980  |  704 242 1762  |  704 233 1731 fax
 gcoyle@carolina.rr.com

Happy Holidays from Olive Branch Farm
The popular winter vacation home for many  

of the Champions in Harness Racing.

Many thanks to all of our patrons for  
their continued support in 2011.




