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THE DAY AFTER
the biggest win of trainer Ron Burke’s
career was akin to the day after a mile-
stone birthday; the party was over and it
was time to go back to work.

His two-year-old pacing colt Sweet
Lou may have won the Breeders Crown
in a dominating 1:49 world record, but
the seasoned trainer still had to return
overnight to his Pennsylvania-based sta-
ble of nearly 200 horses and keep grind-
ing away at what the Burke Stable does
best, sending out winners.

“Basically we all got back on a plane
together and I got home at 4:30 in the
morning,” recalled Burke of Crown night
with his team of owners. The Breeders
Crown effort, orchestrated by the colt's
regular pilot Dave Palone, may be
watched by clicking here.

“It was the greatest win of our
careers, but I said to my wife when I got
home, ‘You think when you win the
Breeders Crown it's going to change your
life.’ But the next day was the same as
the day before.”

Just because Burke didn’t do cart-
wheels on the Woodbine apron doesn’t
mean he’s taking Sweet Lou’s $686,647
freshman season lightly. 

“He’s the one horse that does make
me nervous whenever he races, and I
know that probably separates him from
the other horses,” he admitted. “Other
races I don’t even get nervous any more,
but there’s something about him that
gets to me.”

That’s not surprising considering the
Yankee Cruiser colt won 10 of 12 starts
last year, including the Pennsylvania Sire
Stakes Championship and the
International Stake in Lexington, and
was second his other two outings, all
with Palone on board. 

“After his first couple of starts I
think I realized that he might be that

special horse that you always wanted to
have,” Burke recalled. “It’s silly to say
that because we’ve had horses that are
very, very special, but maybe the bigger
thing is we own a big part of this horse
and we started him as a baby.”

Burke owns the colt with Weaver
Bruscemi (Mark Weaver and Michael
Bruscemi), Larry Karr and Phillip Collura.
The group purchased him at Harrisburg
for $38,000, the third highest price for a
Yankee Cruiser last year. Seth Rosenfeld,
who operates under the name of Birnam
Wood Farms, was the architect behind
the mating of Yankee Cruiser to the
Falcons Future mare Sweet Future.

“We had success with Yankee
Cruiser in Ohio and were looking to pick
one out that was bred to a better mare,”
explained the trainer. 
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Trainer Ron Burke (holding horse on left) poses with the rest of Sweet Lou's con-
nections following the colt's very impressive world record performance in last
year's Breeders Crown final at Woodbine. "It was the greatest win of our
careers," said Burke.



 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2012 STAKES PAYMENTS 
NOMINATION FORMS AVAILABLE AT WWW.THEREDMILE.COM 

 
Grand Circuit Events 

 
 

      #1) Kentucky Futurity #120         #2) Tattersalls Pace 2012 
               Foals of 2009 to Race in 2012                Foals of 2009 to Race in 2012 

 
              PAYMENT DUE FOR EVENTS #1 & 2: 

       OPEN       FILLY 
February 15     $1,000      $500 
March 15      $1,500      $750 

 
 

 

#3) Bluegrass Series #37 
 

 Foals of 2009 to Race in 2012 

 
              PAYMENT SCHEDULE FOR EVENT #3: 

February 15      $550 
March 15      $750 
April 15      $850 

 
*Supplemental Payment due February 15 $5,000 

*Ineligible three year olds may be made eligible to the three year old events in 2012 by making 
the three-year-old supplemental nomination fee on February 15 of $5,000 plus the March 15 and April 15 payments 

 
 
 
 
 

“TO BE RACED AT THE MEADOWLANDS” 
 
 

 

THREE YEAR OLD FILLY EARLY CLOSERS (OPEN) 
          

#4) NADIA LOBELL-3YO FILLY PACE  #5) THE MONI MAKER- 3YO FILLY TROT 

                                                                                                                                                                  

                     $200 ,000E  Friday July 20     $200,000E Friday August 17 
           
                   

PAYMENT SCHEDULE FOR EVENTS #4 & 5: 
                                        February 15    $500 

                                                     March 15    $750 
                                                     April 15    $1,000 
                                                     May 15    $1,500 
                                                     Declaration Fee   $2,500 

 
 

 

CHECKS (US FUNDS) MADE PAYABLE TO THE RED MILE @ 1200 RED MILE RD – LEXINGTON, KY 40504 (859) 258-7670 
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Sweet Lou's dam had already pro-
duced a couple of top performers includ-
ing Bettor Sweet, a winner of $2.2 mil-
lion so far in his career and also a winner
on Crown night at Woodbine over the
best free for all pacers in North America.
That race may be viewed here.

Karr and Collura are long-time own-
ers with Burke and he describes the two
men as the biggest supporters of year-
lings in his barn. Karr was partners on
Ideal Weather, a New Jersey Sire Stakes
standout who went on to earn more
than $850,000. Collura is part of the
team on Foxy Lady, who was third in the
Breeders Crown for three-year-old pac-
ing fillies in 2011.

“Mark (Weaver) is more into the
racehorses and these guys have always
been interested in the young horses,”
explained Burke. “They are very instru-
mental in picking out the young horses. I
don’t know if anybody puts in more tape
time or pedigree time than those two. 

“They start eliminating horses and
get it down to about 200 and from there
we as a group start eliminating. Basically,

my dad (Mickey) and I have the last call,
but a lot of what we see is based on what
Larry and Phil have seen on tape and
what they’ve done looking at the breed-
ing. And Mark helps out too, so it’s truly
a group effort.”

That group effort looked to pay off
from the start when Sweet Lou showed
talent early on. 

“He trained down in the top set but
I wouldn’t say we thought he was our
best colt. He was one of the best three or
four we figured. I think maybe that’s
what made him great, he never had a
bad day,” said the trainer. 

“The first time we put him in the
bike, that’s when we thought we might
have underestimated him. He’s always
been a very willing horse, but when he
goes slow he doesn’t look that special,”
he said of his trainee. 

“He’s really pretty intelligent and has-
n’t been hard to train. We’ve done better
jobs with way worse horses than him.”

Burke’s job was made easier by the
fact that Sweet Lou never had a setback
from the time he was broken until he
was laid off at the end of the season. 

“He was sound this whole year and I
don’t even know that he ever ran a tem-
perature,” said Burke. “I did notice that
you didn’t need to work him much if he
had breaks in between. Usually one good
training mile and he’d be ready to go. He
seems to hold his fitness well, especially
for a young horse.”

One other individual very familiar
with Sweet Lou is Chris Coyle of Olive
Branch farm in Wingate, North Carolina.
Coyle received the horse for some R&R
time after his Breeders Crown win and
has some interesting observations.

On the same night that Sweet Lou captured his Breeders Crown final at
Woodbine, his older brother, Bettor Sweet, was also victorious in the older pac-
ing horse finale giving breeder Seth Rosenfeld and dam of each standout pacer,
Sweet Future, a rare double.





“I was familiar with his mother, his
grandmother and great grandmother
and I saw him twice prior to his selling as
a yearling. As most people would know I
am very close to David Meirs of Concord
Stud Farm where he was raised,”
explained Coyle.

“On one visit to the farm he caught
my eye because of the very distinctive
markings (the horse has a large blaze
which covers almost his whole face, a
white front coronet and his lower right
hind leg is white with a large brown
spot). 

“He has a hind leg like no other
we’ve ever seen and facially he is very
much like (the colt's third dam) Fly Fly
Dahrlin who I worked with. It looks like
someday he will be going to stud some-
where and he will change the look of our
breed with those distinctive white mark-
ings. But hey, Camluck and Jate Lobell
left more white than most on their off-
spring so it can’t be all bad.”

“He looks great,” added Coyle.
“When he got here he was down maybe
75 pounds but given the racing he did
that is not out of the ordinary. 

“It’s all back now and I’d say he’s
grown an inch and a half too. He was
and is very good soundness-wise as are
most of the Burke horses which is why
they are the number one operation in
the game.

“Not because the Burkes are clients
of mine, but I do believe Sweet Lou will
be one of major players in those big
three-year-old races in 2012,” he added.

Thanks to his performance last sea-
son, Sweet Lou was named the Two Year
Old Colt Pacer of the Year when the Dan
Patch award winners were announced in
late December.

“I think it’s really important to Mark
and those guys. For some of them it is
their first Dan Patch and that is always
really exciting. But even for us (he and
his father) it’s exciting because it’s a colt
that was bought as yearling, broken by
my father, and there’s a lot of pride in
doing that, too.”

Sweet Lou has already headed back
into training and there is no doubt eyes
will be on him from the start, anticipat-
ing his return to the track. But the pres-
sure of having one of the top three-year-

old pacing colts, the glamour division of
harness racing, isn’t something that
keeps Burke up at night. 

“With the group of my owners, I’m
not getting fired if he comes out and
goes zero for the rest of his life. With the
rest of our horses, we’re still going to win
our overnight races and pay our bills and
have fun. 

“So basically I’m going to enjoy it
and not worry about it and just do the
best that I can,” said Burke about dealing

with the pressure.
The colt will train down in Florida

and likely begin his season in the
Pennsylvania Sire Stakes and then Burke
plans to start him in every big stakes
event there is. Although he hasn’t been
in the position of bringing back a fresh-
man division leader before, the chal-
lenge of pacing a young horse for the
sometimes brutal sophomore season
doesn’t intimidate him. 

“In the last couple of years we have
gotten used to racing stakes horses so it’s
not a big deal for us. The thing I’ve liked
in the last few years is our two-year-olds
have come back as better three-year-
olds, almost across the board, so I’m

excited that hopefully the same thing
will happen with Lou.”

Even though he’s already a world
record holder, Sweet Lou will have to
remain sound and speedy to stay on top
of his peers. 

“That’s what I think we’re probably
known best for, making them go fast,”
admitted Burke. “That’s not an issue we
have. Maybe the bigger issue we have is
over-pushing ours. 

“I’ve gotten a little bit better in the
last couple years, but the bigger thing
with me is not worrying about the fact
that he’s going to have to go fast, it’s
about not making him go too fast too
quick. 

“We’re going to make sure he 
doesn’t always race on the front, pick the
right spots and if he’s not good for a
race, we’ll skip it. I like the fact that his
family shows the ability to go along.
Bettor Sweet was a much better three-
year-old than he was a two-year-old, he
was a better four-year-old than a three-
year-old. I like to see that in the family so
I’m hoping that will carry over to Lou,”
the trainer said.

So with big races on the horizon,
and what Burke admits is the biggest ego
among his ownership team, what does
success look like next year for this colt? 

“Being honest, earning less than $1
million in some ways would be disap-
pointing. We want to stay away from
mediocrity. I want to try and win most of
the big races next year, but I’m sure there
are a bunch of other colt owners who
feel the same way, too.”

So even if winning the Breeders
Crown didn’t change Burke’s life
overnight, change could be coming.

“When I was younger I got myself
sick before almost every big race. I'm not
like that now when we go to the gate I
know we’ve done everything we can do
to make that horse ready and whatever
the outcome may be my life is going to
be the same when it ends,” he explained.

“I love to race, I love to watch the
horses race, so I’m always happy to go,
but there’s just something about him and
that’s how I know he’s special. There’s
something about this horse that makes
me think, you know, he can be a life-
changing event.”  �
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“The first time we put him

in the bike, that’s when we

thought we might have

underestimated him. He’s

always been a very willing

horse, but when he goes

slow he doesn’t look that

special. He’s really pretty

intelligent and hasn’t been

hard to train. We’ve done

better jobs with way worse

horses than him.” – Ron Burke



Hurry! Call Fashion Farms today at 215-598-0886 for applications!

BREEDERS!
A chance for you to cash in on the most

lucrative opportunity in the country awaits!

BROADWAY HALL
Sire of Hambletonian winner Broad Bahn, sire of 2-year-old trotting 
colt and PA Sire Stakes Champion Stormin Normand and 3-year-old 
trotting colt and PA Sire Stakes Champion Opening Night.

STUD FEE NOW: $7,500

Pennsylvania will have the high-
est purses in the country at The 
Meadows, Harrah’s Chester and 
Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs 
for the overnights, claimers, 
stallion series and sire stakes 
during 2012.  Jump on the 
bandwagon to breed to two of 
the most successful stallions 
in the state.  Due to the dete-
riorating economy and until it 
shows substantial recovery we 
have reduced stud fees.

REAL ARTIST 
Artsplace - Rodine Hanover by Big Towner
More than $57 million in total progeny earnings.

STUD FEE NOW: $5,000


