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Imagine if you will the city of hamil-
ton, ontario which has a population 
of about 350,000.  now try to picture 

one-third of it virtually destroyed by an 
earthquake.  it seems incomprehensible.

that’s what the residents of Christ-
church, new Zealand, are trying to come 
to grips with after a devastating quake 
with a magnitude of 6.5 on the richter 
scale struck on February 22.  and there 
will be plenty of ramifications for the  
harness racing industry in the wake of  
the disaster.

new Zealand is a small country with 
just over four million people. Christchurch 
proper represents approximately 15 per 
cent of the economy of this Southern 
hemisphere nation which encompas-
ses two islands, north and south. Christ-
church is on the south island and part of 
the Canterbury district which has always 
been regarded as the home of the trot-
ting industry.

as of this writing it is estimated that 
upwards of 225 people have been killed 
and bodies are still being recovered.  the 
financial cost of the quake is speculative 
but a number of $20 billion has been tos-
sed around by some economists who also 

project that economic growth will be car-
ved by 50 per cent.

this all comes after a preliminary 
quake on September 4 which registered 
7.1 but occurred during the night and 
amazingly resulted in no fatalities.  the 
city did not escape the second bullet 
though.

For the most part the quake left the 
harness racing community untouched.  
Yes, there was a small amount of structural 
damage to addington raceway which is 
located approximately six kilometres from 
the center of the quake.  harness racing 
new Zealand’s aged offices were knocked 
around but in the big scheme of things it  
was minimal damage.

But because of the devastation to 
the city’s business district, everything, 
including racing, is affected.  For starters, 
the inter dominion championships had to 
be moved to alexandra Park in auckland.  
with very little hotel accommodation 
left, event organizers had no choice but 
to shift the event.

losing that carnival planned around 
the much anticipated series was a huge 
financial blow to the Metropolitan trot-
ting Club.  while asset rich the club was 

already battling a very difficult year in 
attempting to balance the books.  there 
is no question now that the ledger will be 
lined with red ink.

with so many businesses destroyed 
and people out of work it is guaranteed 
that wagering for the foreseeable future 
will be noticeably diminished.  unlike 
ontario, Pennsylvania, new York and 
indiana, horse racing does not ride on the 
shoulders of gaming machines.  

the bet is everything and if people 
are not working to earn money there will 
be no wagering.  it’s anyone’s guess as to 
what the impact will be.

Since September the region has felt 
a steady parade of aftershocks, well into 
the hundreds.  that will not change and it 
hardly instills confidence in anyone doing 
anything including commerce.

the breeding season concluded in 
January for this country.  Service fees 
are due upon positive pregnancy tests.  
with the turmoil underway, paying those 
accounts will hardly be priorities for mare 
owners.  and that means cash flow pro-
blems for the stud farms.  realistically, 
how can anyone be demanding of monies 
in that climate of turmoil?

QuakIng agaIn
new Zealanders are attempting to recover from the recent devastating  

earthquake which struck in late February and has caused numerous  
concerns in the racing world and far beyond.

the view downunder ~ harold howe



the harness edge • March 2011

amazingly, the quake hit at 12:50 
p.m. in the midst of the second day of the 
Premier Yearling Sale.  located just six 
kilometres from the center of the quake, 
sale attendees felt the rumble but it was 
nowhere as severe as the city centre.  

in fact, the sale action stopped for 
a mere few moments and carried on 
not knowing the carnage nearby.  the 
destruction included the primary buil-
dings owned by PGG wrightson, the 
company which operates the sale.  an 
undetermined number of people were 
killed in the destruction of that structure.

while the horses were sold from the 
previous day’s session and that day, the 
third day of activity was rescheduled to 
March 17.

trainers have expressed worry about 
enthusiasm among owners.  one trainer 
who was unscathed by the quake said so 
many people in his situation were expres-
sing guilt feelings that no ill-fate came 
their way unlike their neighbours in the 
city centre.  is it realistic to think that it 
will be back to business as usual?  who 
will be thinking about racing horses when 
facing this real life drama?

the new Zealanders though are a 
resilient lot much like their australian 
neighbours who dealt with unbelievable 
flooding conditions in Queensland earlier 
this year.  in both cases, neither country 
went begging to the international com-
munity for assistance to deal with their 

problems.  instead they accept their lot 
in life and just get on with it unlike other 
parts of the world.

Because of the two quakes adding-
ton raceway has lost a number of days 
of racing which will not be recouped.  
with a relatively small population there 
is only so much gaming that the country 
can digest.  that means lost revenue ear-
ning opportunity for owners and trainers 
again adding to the problems.

the final numbers for the current 
breeding season have not yet been  
released. however, anecdotal evidence 
suggested that the number of mares being 
bred is down perhaps as much as 15 to 20 
per cent which alone is a sobering fact.

and that raises the whole subject 
of shuttle stallions. this has been such 
an important component of the north  
american breeding farms’ business plans. 
one has to wonder if the money will 
be there for the lease deals for the next  
breeding season. the farms here are already 
getting an education in economics 101 in the 
present north american breeding season.

the north island was completely 
unaffected by the quake and at flagship 
alexandra Park in auckland it is business 
as usual.  the auckland trotting Club 

was generous in agreeing to host the 
inter dominion under the banner of the 
Metropolitan Club on such short notice.

But Christchurch and the south island 
is a big source of wagering revenue for 
alexandra Park.  Given the state of affairs, 
that stream will be greatly reduced for 
the foreseeable future.

So while the racing industry carries 
on as best it can, it is a microcosm of what 
is happening in Christchurch society at 
large.  Clearly, the tourism industry, which 
is so important to the region, is dead.  
even if there was accommodation in the 
city who would holiday there at this time?

it is an unimaginable set of condi-
tions that the new Zealanders face. 
their idyllic sense of self worth has been  
shattered leaving them wondering what’s 
next? there will be months of mourning 
for the dead and attempts to understand 
what has happened.

nowhere in the world is there greater 
appreciation for the trotting horse than in 
new Zealand. there pride of ownership 
still matters.

But all that will face challenges 
like never before in the months ahead. 
the full measure of the Kiwi heart will 
needed. 

Addington Raceway in Christchurch was to have been the host of the upcoming 
Inter Dominion Series, but structural damage to the facility from the recent earth-
quake forced the move to Alexandra Park in Auckland.
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IN THE CHAMPION’S CLOSET

MONKEY ON MY WHEEL 
p, 2, 1:54.1s – ’10 ($215,000)
Mach Three – Legislation – Presidential Ball

1. She wears an ear hood that can be pulled off during
the race like ear plugs. I’d prefer she wear ear plugs but
she really fights them. We’re going to practice and see
if we can get her to wear them this year.

2. She wears a blind bridle.

3. Her bit is just a plain snaffle with a leather chin strap.

4. I added line poles to her equipment half way through
the season as she was bearing in on the turns and out
on the straight aways. They seemed to have helped.

5. She wears a medium weight hopple. Last year they
were 59 inches and we’ve got them at 61 now.

6. Her shoes are steel, full swedge all around.

7. She wears a pair of shin boots, just as a precaution.

8. Last year we used Rick’s (driver Zeron) Advantage bike
on her.

In The Champion’s Closet is sponsored by:

Trainer Travis Umphrey’s comments:
“Mac Nichol bought her back as a yearling for $5,500. I
wasn’t thrilled when I first saw her to be honest but once
we got her around 2:30 I started to be more impressed. She
showed quick speed then, she’s got a wicked brush.

“We never really left with her last year as she acted like she
could get hot. She’s ornery, but I like fillies who have some
fight in them, it seems to show on the racetrack. I bought a
quarter interest in her before she started racing.

“We have her staked pretty extensively this year including
the Breeders Crown which cost $10,000 as Mac hadn’t kept
her eligible. But it fits well into her schedule and is at
Woodbine and she showed last year that she was capable of
racing with the best. She’s also eligible to the Canadian
Breeders and Fan Hanover as well as the Sires Stakes. We’re
pretty excited about her prospects for this year.”
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THE BARTER HOUSE
TO PLACE ADVERTISING, CONTACT HAROLD HOWE (519) 752-2800 • hhowe@theharnessedge.com • PRICE – $40 PER COLUMN INCH.

Receive spot colour for an extra $15 per column inch.

Installers of 3 or 4 Board Oak Fence
1-800-923-4488 • 1-519-475-4868

www.highlandfence.ca

JOANNE’S STAKING
SERVICE INC.
Tel: 905-854-9881
Fax: 905-854-0886

Toll Free: 1-877-608-0188
joanne@joannesstaking.com

HIDDEN ACRES
Equine Facility

Est. 1978

• Quality broodmare
care/foaling

• Yearlings
• Lay-ups & turnouts

Tel/Fax: 519-448-1020

Close to major tracks & training
centres (south of Cambridge).

Email: ha-equine@xplornet.com
www.hiddenacresequine.com

WANTED - AMISH BUGGY HORSES
Highest prices paid for trotters & also 

good pacing bred horses.

Can Trot Stables
c/o Lloyd Martin

(519) 669-1006

BUGGY HORSES
WANTED
519-595-2033
Allan J. Kuepfer

Transport De Chevaux

RICK BODI
Horse Transport

7440 Decarie Blvd.
Montreal, Que. H4P 2H1

(514) 591-6223

601-331 Cooper St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 0G5

613-769-6223

For up to the minute inventory, pics, 
prices and payments visit 

www.hepburnsales.com

905-939-2279 
Hwy 9 (just east of 27) Schomberg, ON

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE 
CONTACT HAROLD HOWE AT

hhowe@theharnessedge.com
519-752-2800

Contact 

Worldwide
Bloodstock

Today!
(800) 455-8885

2011 BREEDINGS
FOR SALE



AAHM CANADIAN NOW (Cams Card Shark – Mattventurous) Meridian Farms, Milton, PEI (902) 566-2548

ALLAMERICAN NAVAJO (The Panderosa – Armbro Nashville) Meridian Farms, Milton PEI (902) 566-2548

AMERIPAN GIGOLO (Artsplace – Town Pro) Meridian Farms, Milton, PEI (902) 566-2548

AMERIPAN GRAFFITI (The Panderosa – Camourous) Whim Farms, Montague, PEI (902) 838-4481

ARTICULATOR (Artiscape – Naraculous) Wallace Wood, Marshfield, PEI (902) 628-1783

BLACK RIVER (Donerail – Harem Bowl) Ralph McCully, Antigonish, NS (902) 863-4798

BO W (Lindy Lane – Maiden Yankee) Owen MacLean, Fairview, PEI (902) 675-4642

CARLSPUR (Carlsbad Cam – Rasberry Spur) Hugh J Baird, Hampton, NB (506) 645-8010

COASTOCOAST YANKEE (Artsplace – Yankee Co Ed) Robert Gordon, Alma, PEI (902) 853-2644

COOKIE DOUGHBOY (Artsplace – Girl Stuff) Shawn Putnam, Great Village, NS (902) 662-3112

D M DILINGER (Camluck – Misty Silver) Meridian Farms, Milton, PEI (902) 566-2548

DRIVEN TO WIN (Jennas Beach Boy – Shes The Greatest) Meridian Farms, Milton, PEI (902) 566-2548

DUNACHTON GALE (Drop Off – Just Say Yes) Tony Zuethoff, Pictou, NS (902) 485-4503

ELECTRIC STENA (Cam Fella – Toxic Tanya) Tony Zuethoff, Pictou, NS (902) 485-4503

FORCE OF LIFE (Life Sign – Armbro Mirage) Shawn Putnam, Great Village, NS (902) 662-3112

IMPECCABLE (Astreos – Tenteen) Greg MacKenzie, Scotsburn, NS (902) 759-9317

IRONSIDE (Make A Deal – Legal Arms)  Meridian Farms, Milton, PEI (902) 566-2548

LARGO (Cam Fella – Ombre Rose) Robert Gordon, Alma, PEI (902) 853-2644

MANTORIOUS (Falcon Seelster – Troubled Heart) Penn Hills Farm, Shubenacadie, NS (902) 758-3167

N XAMPLE (Camluck – Bashfull Eyes) Meridian Farms, Milton, PEI (902) 566-2548

NIKES IMAGE (Balanced Image – Armbro Nike) Brian MacPhee, Clyde River, PEI (902) 675-3470

NORTHERN BAILEY (Balanced Image – Curtsy Please) Meridian Farms, Milton, PEI (902) 566-2548

PJS NABBY (Donerail – Nettie M) Meridian Farms, Milton, PEI (902) 566-2548

PROVEN LOVER (Real Desire – Loving Proof)  Casey Gavin, Tignish, PEI (902) 882-4140

SOUTHVIEW MATT (Matts Scooter – Entry System) Casey Gavin, Tignish, PEI (902) 882-4140

TOOFUNNYFORWORDS (Cam Fella – Giggle Box) William MacKay Jr., Pleasant Valley, PEI (902) 621-0661

WESTERN PARADISE (Western Hanover – No Paradise) Tony Zeuthoff, Pictou, NS (902) 485-4503

WINFROMHERETOHERE (Grinfromeartoear – Carolache) Boyd Leslie, Crapaud, PEI (902) 658-2233

2011 STALLION ROSTER
Maritime Breeders Association
Foals from mares bred in 2011 to the following stallions 
will be eligible for Maritime Breeders Stake No. 31

MARITIME BREEDERS ASSOCIATION LTD.
420 University Avenue, Suite 204A, Charlottetown, PEI C1A 7Z5
Direct all inquires to Wayne Pike (902) 569-1682 Fax (902) 569-1827



2011 Jug Week: September 18 to 22
Jugette – Wednesday, September 21   

Jug – Thursday, September 22

BOOK THE BEST SEATS TODAY WHILE STILL AVAILABLE!!

For information or tickets visit www.littlebrownjug.com
Or contact Phil Terry at 1-800-DELFAIR or (740) 363-3754

LITTLE BROWN JUG WIN = HORSE OF YEAR

Congratulations to owner Frank Bellino  
and trainer Bruce Saunders for an outstanding 

PAIR of achievements. 

Rock N Roll HeaveN

Little Brown Jug • Jugette • Winbak Pace • Old Oaken Bucket • Buckette • Standardbred Stakes
Lady Pace • Ohio Breeders Championships • New Century Series
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